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SMT. DALIPARTHI UMAMAHESHWARI

Smt. Daliparthi Umamaheswari is an accomplished Harikatha artiste both in Telugu and
Sanskrit languages with a nationwide reputation of being the first woman Harikatha artiste in Sanskrit.

2. Born on 21% May, 1960 in a traditional musician's family in a village named Machilipatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, Smt. Umamaheswari started learning classical music from early childhood while
simultaneously completing her secondary school education. Her father was the Asthana Vidwan of
Vemulawada Raja Rajeswari temple of Telangana. She was mentored and motivated to pursue Harikatha
by Sri SBPBK Satyanarayana Rao and Smt. SB Rajarajeswaramma. She learnt Harikatha from gurus Sri
Kadali Veeradasu, Peddinti Suryanarayana Deekshithulu, Rajasekharam Lakshmipathi Rao, NCH
Krishnamacharya and Vedimanic Narasimha Dasu. She was the disciple of Shri Nataraja Ramakrishna
and trained in classical dance as well. She gave her first Telugu Harikatha - Gowrikalyanam at Sarvaraya
Harikatha Pathasala which was her maternal institution. Her first Sanskrit Harikatha was Kalidasa
Kumarasambhavam, which was staged at the prestigious Kalidasa Academy, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.
Since then, her performance became a regular feature at Kalidasa Academy, where she presented almost
all dramas and Kavyas of Kalidasa in Sanskrit. As an Honorary Principal of the Sarvaraya Harikatha
Pathasala she trains and inspires many girl students to take up Harikatha as a profession.

3. Smt. Umamaheswari propagated the Harikathas of Adibhotla Narayana Dasu who is considered
the father of Harikathas. She brought uniqueness to her performances by including many episodes from
epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata and Bhagavatha. She had also written Harikathas on Ramana
Maharshi, Sarada Devi Paramahamsa, Pottisreeramulu, Adikavi Nannayya and popularized their
contribution. She proved to be a poet and writer of greater status. She is regular performer at Tirumala
Tirupathi Devasthanams, Srisailam, Annavaram, Vemulawada etc. The crowning glory of her career was
the performance at Badrinath in the year 1986 at the Jayanthi celebrations of Sri Adishankaracharya.
She also went to Harvard University, USA and also Yale University to participate in Vedic conferences.

4. Smt. Umamaheswari had travelled wide and breadth to popularize her finesse of Harikatha to
every nook and comer of the country and abroad. Her performance in the World Telugu Conference in
Malaysia (1981), Vedic Conference at Harward University, USA (1993), Telugu Conference of ATA at
Houston (1996), U.K in (1996), Singapore and Indonesia in 2003, Sultanate of Oman are noteworthy.
Many cultural centers have recorded her Video and Audio to preserve this great art of Harikatha. Among
such centers National Centre for performing arts, Bombay, Central Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi,
Sahitya Kala Parishad, New Delhi, India International Centre, New Delhi and Gnana Pravaha, Varanasi

are noteworthy.

S. Many awards and rewards had crowned her to recognize her great services to the art. She won the
Central Sangeeta Nataka Akademi Puraskar, Lalitha Kala Puraskaram, Kalaratna Puraskaram, Mahila
Navaratna Award, Durgabai Deshmukh Award, etc amongst many other awards. She was the first woman
Harikatha artiste from Telugu states to secure a place in the Limca Book of Records. She was honoured the
title Abhinava Matangi in recognition of her great services by Sringeri Sarada Peetadhipathi, Chitra Katha
Saraswati by Ujjain Kalidasa Academy, Best Harikatha Demonstrator by Madras Music Academy, and
Harikatha Kala Vahini by Telugu literary and cultural association. She is also a graded artiste in
Doordarshan and All India Radio. She also won Lalithakala Puraskar by Sri Sarvaraya Educational Trust.
Department of Culture, Andhra Pradesh honoured her with Ugadi Puraskaram.

A /

©




/ geH =l

):

i

El'!llllll||||||

re—
>

st <rferafd SarRead

ERBATHR B B LTI TRTST I € |

2. 21 ¥, 1960 BT 37T T & HSAUSTH AMHD 1T H Teb URYRD FIHITHR URAR H STHI, ST SHHSZAN -
3T ATEAHS Fepell RIeT & A—TRT g9u_ | 8 WA G A ¥ R QA1 o7 | S Uar dETEr &
JHATATST RIS ITOTaR) AR & IRATT A5 o | 21 TedIdIeies AR I1d Td 37111 THE! TORISIaRAT o I8
BR®AT BT A & fory uRRIER ok IRT fham | I=H T[S &1 daell IR, Ul AR e, IorRRaRA
FENURT 19, TG HOTHTER 1R AfeHT S TRIFET TRY I SRBAT AE] | g8 ST 7RIS MW BT Rrey off 3fiR
I WA T BT HRIET0T 91 fordm o1 | I=BI4 (U Ugell Iy BRPAT — ANIBeITIH U1 A AT TR
ERPAT UISITAT H U DI | IAD! Ul WIhd SRPAT BllcTaraGARGaH ofl, e #ae uffted wifoerd
TBTEHI, Soui, Hed U H 3T 1T o7 | T4 |, BIfTaT™ fBTaH! H IAD! U U HAfHd ger 94 g, STal Sl
PTG B ST A TS 3R BIA TP H I [hT | FARRI SRBAT ST B A FeT= & W9 H 98
95 W BRI DI FRHAT BT TS U & HY 3 I & forg HiRIferd iR IRT Hell € |

3. S SHMREAR] F BRET & ST A ST dTel ATSHITe TR0 IR B sREHII o1 J=R fomar | I
RTHIIYT, HETWIRA 31R AT ST AETBIA] & g YA Bl AMHS PHReb U1 UR(T Bl ST IRIT | Soi+1 IAV FB Y,
YRET <41 RAEH, USRI, Mfadhid F+1aT WR gR&HATY A1 fodi 3iR I97eh AN BT AN O UgarT | 98 U
Jed GOl Bl HARE IR IRISHT WA 8 | I8 frodTel fpufiaawena, sieied, s7avH, JamarsT afe 4 Faffa
F0 F TR AT & | 39D BRI BT TG TTRaTeAl &7 9 1986 H 411 MAWHMAR & ST FHRIE @ IR TR

oIS H ! yfa o | 98 Af<e FFe! | 91T o & fory grds fasafdene, guan ok I gfrafie {1 78 2 |

4. ST SAFRTAR] 7 370 BREAT BT BT ST—TACI & &H B H ABOI §9 S oIy G ATA¢ S |
HARMT # {359 Ty =1 (1981), BTaS fa=afdeney, SR # Afdd ARTe (1993), TRET H TSIY BT AT T
(1996), facT (1996), RAFTTYR 37k SSMRMAT (2003), AT Hed=d H IAD! IR Seel@+ © | ERBAT DI $7 A
THeAT DI WRHAT B B oIy H8 ARDAS Dol 1 S GIfSaAr IR ifear RarS vy € | T w31 # AeHa Hex Bk
faeell 3R S JaTe, aRToTHT Seelkd+id ¢ |

5. 9 Bl & 9T I8 HAe™ INREH & ARGl WHY S5 Hy PR IR T Y by 1Y | F 3
qRIBRI B AT, I8 Dald G ACH ABIEH JREDBR, Afeld el JREPRA, Hell Id JREHRA, ARl T
REGR, IETE U REHR N et gav & | 98 forvpt go i Repfewd § ST U arell Iy @ vgell Afden
BR®HAT BATHR ff | HIRT AR GOy 7 I “1fwa A1 BI U | TR AT | IS Bfelard STbraH!
SR "3 AT ARG DI SUI, T AIffcae iR ARPlid GH, YAld gRT "BRHAT Bl alfg=’ $I SUTe, HSTH
D1 T TpreHl gRT IS sR&e IRgadmdt’, fodT gavt oifs Ravres g1 “dd gRaerm # uer Aften” ¢o
eIy U 3R T & Sl S WK gV | 98 §Ra¥ AR 3T Sfear A &1 U USS deATdR 41 & |
SR YDA I F I© oAl bl YREBR UG (BT, WP [T, 31 Jael 7 I8 IS REBR |
HHTI b |
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