
SMT. DALIPARTHI UMAMAHESHWARI

 Smt. Daliparthi Umamaheswari is an accomplished Harikatha artiste both in Telugu and 
Sanskrit languages with a nationwide reputation of being the first woman Harikatha artiste in Sanskrit.

2. Born on 21  May, 1960 in a traditional musician's family in a village named Machilipatnam, st

Andhra Pradesh, Smt. Umamaheswari started learning classical music from early childhood while 
simultaneously completing her secondary school education. Her father was the Asthana Vidwan of 
Vemulawada Raja Rajeswari temple of Telangana. She was mentored and motivated to pursue Harikatha 
by Sri SBPBK Satyanarayana Rao and Smt. SB Rajarajeswaramma. She learnt Harikatha from gurus Sri 
Kadali Veeradasu, Peddinti Suryanarayana Deekshithulu, Rajasekharam Lakshmipathi Rao, NCH 
Krishnamacharya and Vedimanic Narasimha Dasu. She was the disciple of Shri Nataraja Ramakrishna 
and trained in classical dance as well. She gave her first Telugu Harikatha - Gowrikalyanam at Sarvaraya 
Harikatha Pathasala which was her maternal institution. Her first Sanskrit Harikatha was Kalidasa 
Kumarasambhavam, which was staged at the prestigious Kalidasa Academy, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh. 
Since then, her performance became a regular feature at Kalidasa Academy, where she presented almost 
all dramas and Kavyas of Kalidasa in Sanskrit. As an Honorary Principal of the Sarvaraya Harikatha 
Pathasala she trains and inspires many girl students to take up Harikatha as a profession.

3. Smt. Umamaheswari propagated the Harikathas of Adibhotla Narayana Dasu who is considered 
the father of Harikathas. She brought uniqueness to her performances by including many episodes from 
epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata and Bhagavatha. She had also written Harikathas on Ramana 
Maharshi, Sarada Devi Paramahamsa, Pottisreeramulu, Adikavi Nannayya and popularized their 
contribution. She proved to be a poet and writer of greater status. She is regular performer at Tirumala 
Tirupathi Devasthanams, Srisailam, Annavaram, Vemulawada etc. The crowning glory of her career was 
the performance at Badrinath in the year 1986 at the Jayanthi celebrations of Sri Adishankaracharya. 
She also went to Harvard University, USA and also Yale University to participate in Vedic conferences.

4. Smt. Umamaheswari had travelled wide and breadth to popularize her finesse of Harikatha to 
every nook and comer of the country and abroad. Her performance in the World Telugu Conference in 
Malaysia (1981), Vedic Conference at Harward University, USA (1993), Telugu Conference of ATA at 
Houston (1996), U.K in (1996), Singapore and Indonesia in 2003, Sultanate of Oman are noteworthy. 
Many cultural centers have recorded her Video and Audio to preserve this great art of Harikatha. Among 
such centers National Centre for performing arts, Bombay, Central Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi, 
Sahitya Kala Parishad, New Delhi, India International Centre, New Delhi and Gnana Pravaha, Varanasi 
are noteworthy.

5. Many awards and rewards had crowned her to recognize her great services to the art. She won the 
Central Sangeeta Nataka Akademi Puraskar, Lalitha Kala Puraskaram, Kalaratna Puraskaram, Mahila 
Navaratna Award, Durgabai Deshmukh Award, etc amongst many other awards. She was the first woman 
Harikatha artiste from Telugu states to secure a place in the Limca Book of Records. She was honoured the 
title Abhinava Matangi in recognition of her great services by Sringeri Sarada Peetadhipathi, Chitra Katha 
Saraswati by Ujjain Kalidasa Academy, Best Harikatha Demonstrator by Madras Music Academy, and 
Harikatha Kala Vahini by Telugu literary and cultural association. She is also a graded artiste in 
Doordarshan and All India Radio. She also won Lalithakala Puraskar by Sri Sarvaraya Educational Trust. 
Department of Culture, Andhra Pradesh honoured her with Ugadi Puraskaram. 

Padma Shri
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in~e Jh

 kf frZ e s”Jherh n yi mek g ojh rsyqxq vkSj laL—r nksuksa Hkk"kkvksa esa ,d fuiq.k gfjdFkkdkj gSa] ftUgsa laL—r dh igyh efgyk 
gfjdFkkdkj gksus dh ns'kO;kih çfr"Bk çkIr gSA 

2 ] ] e s”-  21 eÃ  1960 dks vkaèkz çns'k ds eNyhiêue uked xkao esa ,d ikjaifjd laxhrdkj ifjokj esa tUeh  Jherh mek g ojh us 
viuh ekè;fed Ldwyh f'k{kk ds lkFk&lkFk cpiu ls gh 'kkL=h; laxhr lh[kuk 'kq: dj fn;k FkkA muds firk rsyaxkuk ds 
oseqykokM+k jktk jktsÜojh eafnj ds vLFkkuk fo}ku FksA Jh ,lchihchds lR;ukjk;.k jko ,oa Jherh ,lch jktjktsÜojEek us mUgsa 
gfjdFkk dks viukus ds fy, çf'kf{kr vkSj çsfjr fd;kA mUgksaus xq# Jh dnyh ohjnklq] isfífUr lw;Zukjk;.k nhf{krqyq] jkt'ks[kje 
y{ehifr jko] ,ulh,p —".kekpk;Z vkSj osfnekfud ujflEgk nklw ls gfjdFkk lh[khA og Jh uVjkt jke—".k dh f'k";k FkÈ vkSj 
mUgksaus 'kkL=h; uR̀; dk çf'k{k.k Hkh fy;k FkkA mUgksaus viuh igyh rsyqxq gfjdFkk & xkSjhdY;k.ke viuh ekr ̀laLFkk loZjk; 
gfjdFkk ikB'kkyk esa çLrqr dhA mudh igyh laL—r gfjdFkk dkfynkldqekjlaHkoe Fkh] ftldk eapu çfrf"Br dkfynkl 
vdkneh] mTtSu] eè; çns'k esa fd;k x;k FkkA rc ls] dkfynkl vdkneh esa mudh çLrqfr ,d fu;fer ?kVuk cu xÃ] tgka mUgksaus 
dkfynkl ds yxHkx lHkh ukVd vkSj dkO; laL—r esa çLrqr fd,A loZjk; gfjdFkk ikB'kkyk dh ekun çèkkukpk;Z ds :i esa og 
cgqr lh Nk=kvksa dks gfjdFkk dks ,d is'ks ds :i esa viukus ds fy, çf'kf{kr vkSj çsfjr djrh gSaA

3 e s”-  Jherh mek g ojh us gfjdFkk ds tud ekus tkus okys vkfnHkksryk ukjk;.k nklw dh gfjdFkkvksa dk çpkj fd;kA mUgksaus 
jkek;.k] egkHkkjr vkSj Hkkxor tSls egkdkO;ksa ds dÃ çlaxksa dks 'kkfey djds viuh çLrqfr dks vuwBk cuk;kA mUgksaus je.k egÆ"k] 
'kkjnk nsoh ijegal] iksfêljhjkeqyq] vkfndfo uUu¸;k ij gfjdFkk,a Hkh fy[kÈ vkSj muds ;ksxnku dks yksxksa rd igqapk;kA og ,d 
mPp ntsZ dh dof;=h vkSj ysf[kdk lkfcr gqb±A og fr#ekyk fr#ifrnsoLFkkue] Jh'kSye] vUuoje] oseqykokM+k vkfn esa fu;fer 
:i ls çLrqfr nsrh gSaA muds dfj;j dk lcls xkSjo'kkyh {k.k o"kZ 1986 esa Jh vkfn'kadjkpk;Z ds t;arh lekjksg ds volj ij 
cæhukFk esa mudh çLrqfr FkhA og oSfnd lEesyuksa esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, gkoZMZ foÜofo|ky;] ;w,l, vkSj ;sy ;wfuoÆlVh Hkh xÃ gSaA

4 e s”-  Jherh mek g ojh us vius gfjdFkk dkS'ky dks ns'k&fons'k ds gjsd dksus esa yksdfç; cukus ds fy, [kwc ;k=k,a dÈA 
eysf'k;k esa foÜo rsyqxq lEesyu ¼1981½] gkoZMZ foÜofo|ky;] vesfjdk esa oSfnd lEesyu ¼1993½] áwLVu esa ,Vh, dk rsyqxq lEesyu 
¼1996½] fczVsu ¼1996½] Çlxkiqj vkSj baMksusf'k;k ¼2003½] vkseku lYrur esa mudh çLrqfr;ka mYys[kuh; gSaA gfjdFkk dh bl egku 
dyk dks lajf{kr djus ds fy, dÃ lkaL—frd dsaæksa us muds ohfM;ks vkSj v‚fM;ks fjd‚MZ fd, gSaA ,sls dsaæksa esa us'kuy lsaVj Q‚j 
ijQ‚Éex vkV~lZ] c‚Ecs] dsaæh; laxhr ukVd vdkneh] uÃ fnYyh] lkfgR; dyk ifj"kn] uÃ fnYyh] bafM;k baVjus'kuy lsaVj] uÃ 
fnYyh vkSj Kku çokg] okjk.klh mYys[kuh; gSaA

5-  bl dyk ds çfr muds egku ;ksxnku ds ekU;rk Lo:i mUgsa dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çnku fd, x,A dÃ vU; 
iqjLdkjksa ds vykok] mUgsa dsaæh; laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj] yfyr dyk iqjLdkje] dyk jRu iqjLdkje] efgyk uojRu      
iqjLdkj] nqxkZckÃ ns'keq[k iqjLdkj vkfn fey pqds gSaA og fyEdk cqd v‚Q fjd‚M~lZ esa txg ikus okyh rsyqxq dh igyh efgyk 
gfjdFkk dykdkj FkÈA Ük̀axsjh 'kkjnk ihBkfèkifr us mUgsa ÞvfHkuo ekraxhÞ dh mikfèk ls lEekfur fd;kA mTtSu dkfynkl vdkneh 
}kjk Þfp= dFkk ljLorhÞ dh mikfèk] rsyqxq lkfgfR;d vkSj lkaL—frd la?k] U;w;‚dZ }kjk ÞgfjdFkk dyk okfguhÞ dh mikfèk] eækl 
dh laxhr vdkneh }kjk ÞloZJs"B gfjdFkk çLrqrdrkZÞ] fyEdk cqDl v‚Q fjdkM~lZ }kjk ÞlaL—r gfjdFkk esa çFke efgykÞ dqN 
mYys[kuh; mikfèk;ka vkSj lEeku gSa tks mUgsa çkIr gq,A og nwjn'kZu vkSj v‚y bafM;k jsfM;ks dh ,d xz sMsM dykdkj Hkh gSaA 
JhloZjk; ,tqds'kuy VªLV us mUgsa yfyr dyk iqjLdkj çnku fd;k] laL—fr foHkkx] vkaèkz çns'k us mUgsa mxkMh iqjLdkj ls 
lEekfur fd;kA 

Jherh n yi mek gs ojhkf frZ e ’


